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W: h' gton A Martin Luther King
you are. Roosevelt, as m 

h 
. 

the Dr Reverend was
Boulevard tells you

d
ex

h
actly

y"';,u
e
:�e intended to stay. 

intended to be, an w ere 

LURIE. Don't start. 

LEROY. Show me one MLK street out here.

LURIE. Do not start. 

And I will lick all that cement up out your floor.
LEROY. 

LURIE. Well, yeah, it's cement, so have fun. 

LEROY. Plenty nice houses near us, near Ma.

LURIE. Okay, okay, see. . 
Now I admit. I am starting

LEROY. Okay yes, now.

something. 
h . ? 

C mavbe J. ust even look at t e pipes .
LURIE, an you 'J 

LEROY. You meet the neighbors yet? 
. , 

eed something cool to drink? While yo� 
re

LURIE, You n th' g What do you want. 
working? I'll get you some m · 

LEROY, Plenty of houses by Ma. Old Mrs. Greeson's housr

is for sale. Big. Roomy. 

. Pl ty of room for a whole
Plenty 

f
of room

Th
f:;:;���s

;ou
e

�ould ask for. Sons. 
mess o sons. 

LURIE. Just healthy. 

LEROY. A house full of boys is exactly what June needs to

snap her out of this funk. 

LURIE. It's not. It not a funk. 

't been the same since she lost that baby. I

LEROY. S�e hasn 
't Ma's tried to talk to her. 

know it. You know I 

LURIE .... You're right. You all've been great.

LEROY. Boys. House full. 

FEEDING BEATRICE 

Sure ... You want something cool? To, to ... June is 
.,,.fine. She is okay. 

'EROY, Why she drag you all the way out here, grabbing 
for things just that far out of touch, if she's okay? That 
house near us was cute, real cute. 

1LURIE. She's. Always been very. Driven. Determined. She· 
wants a family. We both do want a family. She wants a
home of her own. Different from the way she grew up. 

She's wanted that since we met. Nothing's changed. 
,,,She's always said. 

And she's always been: Determined. She has the 
.· strength to go after what she wants. Not everyone 
'."an do that. June's unique that way. Her plans are an 
extension of that. Perfectly natural. 

ROY. You gonna find out what's very natural when you 
/meet these neighbors. 

OY. Because you can buy a house out here, you can 
'ave your kids out here and play frontier-man with 

em. You can invite these new neighbors over for 
eakfast, lunch, and dinner - hors d'oeuvres, even -
' ,, 

·t that isn't gonna change a thing about the way these 
,ople see you. You remember that when it comes to 

r housewarming. 
' It is just a dinner party, LeRoy. We're not integrating 
\ttle Rock school, we're starting a family. 

!;v, It is always Little Rock. This is still the United 
isn't it? Twenty-four-seven: abuse served a la 

'\rse of the soul, of the heart, of the mind. Any 
· people these new neighbors of yours come into
,with, they gonna abuse. Why? 
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L URIE. Why
. 

LEROY. Because the se pe
o p

l
e are America. They are abuse 

in-car-nate. How else t
h ey get s

o 
r ic h? Ho w  e ls e they 

g et s
o 

much all for t
he mse lve s? 

LURIE. A lot of t
hem w o

rk for w
h

at 
they h

av
e. We wor k for 

what we 
have

. 

LEROY. Yeah, they wo
rking. They worki ng for them selv

es . 

For every dollar t
h

ey 
make, 

te n, fifte en c e
n

ts c
o

u ld go 

t
o 

s
o

me
o

ne re ally need help. 

LURIE. How do you kno w  t
hey do

n't do th
a

t? H
o

w do y ou 

kn
o

w 
the y  don't give -

LEROY. None of t hese people's pocke ts go
t h

o

les, that's 

what I'm sa
yi

n

g. Ho w  else these ho uses 
ge t t

o 
lo

o
k like 

th is ?

LURIE
. The p ipes. 

LE ROY. A

b

u
se. I

n
-ea

rn 
-

L URIE. L
e

R

o

y. 

LEROY. You c ann
ot exp ect, you c an

no t exp
e

ct, to co m e

waltzing i
n 

her e, into their n eighbor hoo d 
-

L URIE. 
Our. Our n eig hb

o
r ho od. 

We 
o

wn this h
o

u se, n
o

w . 

LEROY. You cann ot 
expect t o 

com ew
al tzing into Americas 

way-b ack-yard, and h av e them act frien
dly , p la y 

a
ll 

nice, whil e you tw o p
la y 

Bar bie Dre am  H
o

u se. 

L U
R

IE
. Re gul

ar 
p

lu mbers don't t
a

lk this mu ch. 

LEROY. You cann ot expe ct  tha t  at a
l
l, an

d-I'll te ll you w h
y. 

They go nna loo k yo
u up, t

hey gon na 
lo

ok y
ou 

down, 

and then th
ey gonna ea

t 
yo

u up
. So my ques

ti
on 

is. My · 

qu es
t io

n 

is .

Why? My big brother - I m e
a

n y
o

u' 
s up p os e d to be my · 

o
lder an d wis er br

o
t her .  

FEEDING BEATRICE 

Iam,Iamthat The e d. 

in point Th. 
. . g nes ried up after me. Case 

· 1s conversatron ... 

.�.OY. My question is: Wh do . . 

" to dinner? Wh d 
y you want to mvite America 

• Y oyouwantAm · t . 

. door?YouinvitingAmeri t d'erica ormgyourfront 

not eat food Am . 
ca o mner but America does 

. enca never ate fi d S 1 

gets hungry for souls Ke th 
0� · ou_ s. America 

mind when you greet �h ep 
at �1mmermg in your 

you'll be okay. 
ose new neighbors and ma ybe 

(LURIE looks at LEROY.) 

I'm right, Lawrence, I am right. 

(LEROY grins.) 

(LURIE shakes his head.) 

No. 

Y. Also remember: al l this actin . 

at these new neighbors do tak 
g proper busmess, 

ar, day after day minut 
b 

. es energy. Year after 

much that by' now t{e y 1:°1
1
�

ute by second. It takes 

food Go to a f 
y amt even half interested 

. n y anc y restaurant Go t f 

tau rant and l ook at the pl t H 
dl 

o an y ancy 

ls. Souls is what the all . a e
. ar. Y an y food on it. 

l that's why th d r 
mto, Lurie, not real food at 

ey on t care they're onl b • 1. 

of it at a time. Th e spit beh. d h . y . uymg ittl
e 

· , 
m t eir hps on their 

.�es, JUSt can t wait to coat itself all 
' 

. 

1c10us souls. All th 
. . over some nch 

e
. 

ose years of hving this wa y's dr1'ed 

.. 1r own souls. 

need more These pe I 
thin th

. . op e get together for a party 
g e y want is a clean house and ch. 

.• .  ou and June throw a par"' b 
ip an 

•. ople t 'ff 
,,, etter be ready for 

o sm around for fresh soouuul. 
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