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CHAD BOYD (Evan Hansen) is so honored to be 
bringing Evan Hansen to life here at Players by 
the Sea! A fellow graduate of Florida School of the 
Arts, Chad is a St. Augustine based actor who has 
worked in productions at the Limelight Theatre, 
some of which include, Our Town (George Gibbs) 
The Last Five Years (Jamie Wellerstein), Bright 
Star (Billy Cane), and Parade (Frankie Epps). Chad 
would like to thank his friends and family for their 
continued love and support, and his Director, Jill, 
for entrusting him with a show that means so 
much to them both. For future endeavors, make 
sure to follow Chad on instagram @chad__boyd.

ZOE PRUITT-GREEN (Heidi Hansen) is honored 
to take the stage as Heidi Hansen in Dear Evan 
Hansen, a story that holds deep meaning and 
reminds us of the power of connection, honesty, 
and love. Zoe is grateful to perform regularly with 
community theaters around town, where she finds 
immense joy in sharing stories that bring people 
together. Her previous credits include The Wiz, 
The Bridges of Madison County, and Donna: The 
Donna Summer Musical at Players by the Sea. 
Thank you for joining us and for opening your 
hearts to this story. We are so grateful you are 
here.

AMY ALLEN FARMER (Cynthia Murphy) is 
thrilled to be back at Players by the Sea, having 
been seen here previously in productions dating 
back to 2002. Some of her favorites include Ethel 
Merman in Red, Hot & Cole, The Witch in Into the 
Woods, Claire in Fuddy Meers, and the Beggar 
Woman in Sweeney Todd. Amy was recently seen 
as Ms. Hannigan in Limelight Theatre’s production 
of Annie. Some of her other favorite roles include 
Little Edie in Grey Gardens, Carlotta in Phantom, 
and Trenna in Red, Hot & Cole. Amy would like to 
thank her friends and family for their constant love 
and support!

BO STRANGE (Larry Murphy) is excited to make 
his Players by the Sea debut in this production of 
Dear Evan Hansen! This role has been a dream 
role of his ever since he saw DEH on Broadway. 
He has performed locally at Alhambra Theatre & 
Dining, Limelight Theatre, and Flagler Playhouse. 
Some favorite roles include Seymour Krelborn, 
(Little Shop of Horrors) Bennie Perkins, (Hands on 
a Hardbody) and most recently Oliver Warbucks, 
(Annie) Bo is a retired St. Johns County Deputy 
Sheriff and owns Lovely Loo Portable Restrooms. 
He would like to thank Jill and Bradley for this 

wonderful opportunity, and his wife Amanda and 3 
kids, Miles, Lilly & Jack for their love and support.

NEAL BAKER (Connor Murphy) is thrilled to have 
the opportunity to be in this production. His favorite 
roles have been; Monty Navarro (Gentlemen’s 
Guide to Love and Murder), Bert (Marry Poppins), 
Greg (A Chorus Line), and Man 2 (Songs for a New 
World).  He would like to thank his a lovely Fiancé 
Madeline for the love and support she gives him. 
This is Neal’s second show with PBTS and he is 
delighted to be back on this stage. 

ALYSSA BILLINGS (Zoe Murphy) is beyond 
grateful to be returning to Players by the Sea after 
previously appearing as Maureen in last season’s 
production of RENT.  Some of her favorite credits 
include Freaky Friday (Ellie Blake) , My Fair Lady 
(Eliza Doolittle) and Into The Woods (Little Red).  
She would like to thank her family, friends, and 
boyfriend for their constant love and support. 
She dedicates her performances to her late best 
friend, Ida. You are not alone. 

JOVANNI RICCA (Jared Kleinman) is so excited 
to make the Players by the Sea debut. He’s been 
performing for almost his whole life. He also 
performs at Don’t Miss a Beat, where he just did 
their production of Sister Act Jr at the Ritz Theater. 
He is super excited to get to experience this in his 
senior year of high school at Greenwood School 
where he is Co-President of his school’s Thespian 
Society and he’s excited to be attending Rowan 
University in the fall. He hopes to get a degree in 
musical theatre. Instagram: jayyr260

SAMANTHA NELSON (Alana Beck) is a 
Jacksonville, Florida native currently working as 
a News Producer at Action News Jax. A proud 
Douglas Anderson School of the Arts Musical 
Theatre alumna, Samantha has a deep-rooted 
love for the stage. While her career in journalism 
led her to step away from performing, Dear Evan 
Hansen marks her return to theatre after nearly 
six years. She is incredibly excited to be back 
and would like to thank her family, friends, and 
boyfriend for their continued love and support.

SAVANNA DACOSTA (Ensemble) is wildly thrilled 
to be making her PBTS & Jacksonville area debut 
in Dear Evan Hansen. She fell in love with this 
musical when she needed it most, and hopes 
it strikes the same chord with each audience. 
Credit highlights include Lucy (Bright Star), Olive/
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Marcy Swing (…Spelling Bee), Kayleen (Gruesome 
Playground Injuries), Izzy (Rabbit Hole), Nancy 
(Oliver), and Martha (Spring Awakening). She 
sends thanks to the cast, crew, and team for their 
guidance & warm welcome. She also sends hugs 
to her friends & family, who always make sure she 
knows who her biggest fans are. Keep up with her 
on Instagram: @savanna.dacosta

ELIZABETH LISS (Ensemble) is thrilled to be 
making her debut performance with Players by 
the Sea! Her previous credits include The Sound 
of Music (Sister Berte), Into the Woods (Little Red), 
and The King and I (Tuptim). Elizabeth has also 
played lead roles in several independent films, 
Cataclysm and Calamity, as well as a supporting 
role in The Ugly Duckling. She has been acting 
since she was 13, and singing ever since she could 
talk! Elizabeth would like to thank her family for 
supporting her love for the arts. 

EMMY PEYTON (Ensemble) is excited to be a part 
of Dear Evan Hansen and thrilled to be appearing 
in her first production with Players by the Sea. 
She is a college student majoring in forensic 
science and biochemistry. Her past productions 
include Margot in Legally Blonde and Cinderella’s 
Stepmother in Into the Woods. Emmy would like to 
thank her loved ones for their constant love and 
support.

KAYLEE BYERS (Ensemble) is thrilled to be joining 
the ensemble of Dear Evan Hansen. Recent 
credits include Nunsense (Sister Mary Amnesia, 
Limelight Theatre), Our Town (Emily Webb, 
Limelight Theatre), and Young Frankenstein 
(Inga, Spotlight Theatre). Additional favorite 
roles include Jo March in Little Women (OPCT), 
and Gertrude McFuzz in Seussical (Spotlight 
Theatre). Kaylee has also appeared in The Little 
Toy Shoppe, a Jason Woods production. She is 
an aspiring actor passionate about both film and 
theatre, and is grateful to her friends, family, and 
creative collaborators for their endless support.

JILLIANNE TAMILLO (Director) is excited to 
return to directing at Players by the Sea, where 
her previous directing credit includes The 
Revolutionists by Lauren Gunderson. Additional 
directing credits include World Builders, Medea, 
Doubt: a Parable, and The 25th Annual Putnam 
County Spelling Bee. She is the Director of all 
Visual and Performing Arts for the St. Johns County 
Center for the Arts at St. Augustine High School 

and serves as District 2 Chair for the Florida State 
Thespians, a chapter of the Educational Theatre 
Association. Directing Dear Evan Hansen is 
especially meaningful to Jillianne, as the show fills 
her 16-year-old heart and reflects her commitment 
to meaningful, artist-driven storytelling.

ANTHONY FELTON (Music Director) A native 
of Jacksonville Florida, pianist/vocalist Anthony 
Jerrod Felton is acclaimed for his performances 
with both Vocal and Instrumental colleagues alike 
throughout the east coast. Anthony Felton began 
his professional studies at Douglas Anderson 
School of the Arts under the tutelage of Russian 
pianist Vera Watson. Mr. Felton is a graduate of 
the University of North Carolina School of the 
Arts where he holds both Bachelor and Master 
Degrees. While pursuing his master’s degree 
under the wing and tutelage of Canadian pianist 
Dr. Allison Gagnon, he served as staff accompanist 
for the Alabama State Concerto Competition, 
mock audition accompanist for the Fletcher Opera 
Institute, and accompanist for the North Carolina 
district Solo and Ensemble Festivals. Anthony had 
the privilege of serving as Musical Director for the 
Broadway Musicals throughout the years and is 
grateful for the path his musical career has taken 
him. Fame, Annie, The Color Purple, Smokey Joe 
Café, Nunsense, Bye Bye Birdie, Joseph and the 
Amazing Techno-colored Dream Coat, Bingo, 13: 
The Musical, Miracle on 34th Street, Title of Show 
to name a few. Recently, he was just awarded 
Outstanding Music Director at the 2024 Applause 
Awards.

SOPHIE WILLIS (Stage Manager) This is Sophie 
Willis’s third production with Players by the Sea, 
and they are thrilled to be here! Sophie stage 
managed RENT last season and The Revolutionists 
in season 59, and they’re so excited to be back for 
Dear Evan Hansen. Many thanks to this wonderful 
cast, crew, and production team for all their hard 
work and support!

GABRIEL NEIL BARNERT (Lighting Designer) 
is a theatrical designer and production manager 
based in Jacksonville, Florida. He is so excited 
to be returning to Players by the Sea! In the 
summers, Gabriel production manages at the 
Dorset Theatre Festival in Dorset, VT. Past lighting 
design credits include Tick, Tick... Boom! (The 5 & 
Dime), All My Sons (Limelight Theatre), and Sister 
Act (Players by the Sea). He would like to thank 
his girlfriend, friends, and family for their constant 
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support. Enjoy the show!

GOLDENSTAGE PRODUCTIONS (Sound 
Design & Audio Engineering) Founded in 2022, 
GoldenStage Productions delivers exceptional 
audio, visual, and lighting experiences across 
Northeast Florida and beyond. Combining 
technical expertise with artistic creativity, 
GSP specializes in elevating live events and 
performances. With a background in audio 
engineering, lighting design, and technical 
consulting, Destiny Golden leads GSP’s technical 
direction. LaChelle Golden, a music educator and 
skilled violinist, brings her musical background and 
keen eye for detail, adding depth and creativity 
to each production. Together, they ensure every 
performance runs smoothly, and they’re grateful 
to work with a cast and crew that trusts GSP to 
bring each production to life.

Players by the Sea wouldn’t 
be the same without our 

incredible volunteers.

Their dedication, passion, 
and hard work bring our 

productions to life, creating a 
welcoming and vibrant theatre 

community.

From behind the scenes to front 
of house, their contributions 

make all the difference. We are 
truly grateful for everything 

they do—thank you volunteers!
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Let’s find a way. Where there’s 
imagination, 
there’s a way.
To tell a story and evoke emotion 
through artistic expression begins 
with imagination. At First Horizon, 
we’re excited to celebrate creative 
communities and the way they bring 
people together.   

Proud to support Players by the Sea.

firsthorizon.com
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